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Renato Athias is Professor of Anthropology and
Coordinator of the Centre for the Study of Ethnicity
at the Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil. He
has written extensively on traditional curative
practices and health, particularly with reference to
the Hup’däh people of the Rio Negro region in the
northwest Amazon, and edited publications on
mythology and indigenous medicine with traditional
practitioners in the region. He is a board member of
the Brazilian non-governmental organisation (NGO)
Associação Saúde Sem Limites, and an adviser to
NGOs, bilateral development agencies and the
Brazilian Government.
Ali Cheema is Associate Professor of Economics and
Head of the Economics Department at Lahore
University of Management Sciences. A Rhodes
Scholar, he holds a PhD in Economics from the
University of Cambridge and an MPhil in Economics
and Politics from the University of Cambridge. He co-
convenes the Initiative of Policy Dialogue’s ‘Taskforce
on Decentralization’ at Columbia University and is
co-convenor of the State Capacity programme,
funded by the IDS Development Research Centre
(DRC) on the Future State. His areas of research are
political economy, public choice, development
economics, economic history, governance and
decentralisation, with a strong policy focus.
Diana Conyers is a Research Officer in the IDS
Governance Team. She is primarily engaged in
teaching on the MA in Governance and
Development programme. She has many years’
practical experience of decentralisation in sub-
Saharan Africa, especially in Tanzania, Zambia,
Zimbabwe and Uganda, and has written extensively
on the subject.
Priya Deshingkar is a Research Fellow at the
Overseas Development Institute in London. She
holds a PhD in International Development from IDS,
and has worked extensively on rural livelihoods and
poverty reduction in Asia and Africa. Her work has
continuously sought to relate ground level realities to
high-level policy dialogue. Her recent work has been
on labour migration, livelihood diversification, tribal
livelihoods, forestry, agriculture and livestock.
John Farrington has a PhD in Agricultural
Economics from the University of Reading. He has
worked for extended periods in Malawi, Bolivia, Sri
Lanka and India. He led the Overseas Development
Institute (ODI) Livelihood Options study from
1999–2004. His main current interests are in rural
livelihood diversification, and more recently in the
interface between social protection and the
productive sectors, and in the relative merits of
social assistance in cash and in kind. He has been a
Research Fellow at ODI for almost 20 years, and is
also currently Visiting Professor at the University of
Reading.
Craig Johnson is an Associate Professor of Political
Science and International Development at the
University of Guelph in Canada. His research and
professional interests concern the decentralisation of
social and environmental policy, primarily in South
and Southeast Asia. He holds a PhD in International
Development from the London School of
Economics, and has published widely in the field of
international development, primarily on issues
relating to decentralisation, vulnerability and
accountability in development policy and practice.
Shandana Khan Mohmand is currently a Teaching
Fellow and Researcher at the Lahore University of
Management Sciences in Pakistan, and is also a DPhil
candidate at IDS. Her current research is focused on
social inequality, social structures, decentralisation
and state–citizen relations in rural Pakistan. Her
research work includes a contribution to
Decentralisation and Local Governance (L.C. Jain (ed.),
Orient Longman, India) and various other papers on
rural politics and social structures submitted to
Oxford University Press – Pakistan; Centre for the
Study of Developing Societies, India; United Nations
Development Prgoramme (UNDP) Human
Development Report Office, Canadian International
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Development Agency (CIDA), Department for
International Development (DFID), the Asian
Development Bank (ADB) and the World Bank.
Joanne Morrison has 12 years’ experience in
decentralisation and local development reforms both
at the policy and implementation levels. She worked
for seven years in Cambodia as Provincial
Programme Adviser and Programme Adviser with
CARERE, the precursor to the Seila Programme as
well as Partnership for Local Governance (PLG)
project. Joanne currently works for the United
Nations Capital Development Fund (UNCDF) in
Yemen as the Deputy Coordinator on a multi-donor
Decentralisation and Local Development Programme
and provides part-time technical support to the
Solomon Islands. 
Mark Robinson is a Research Fellow and
Governance Team Leader at IDS. He is a Political
Sociologist with nearly 20 years of research, teaching
and operational experience in South Asia and sub-
Saharan Africa. Mark was previously a Program
Officer for Governance and Civil Society at the Ford
Foundation in New Delhi and Research Fellow at the
Overseas Development Institute. Broad areas of
research expertise include governance, democracy
and civil society, with particular interests in state
capacity and the politics of governance reform.
Julian G. Salazar holds graduate degrees in
international relations and development studies. He
has worked as a public servant at the federal and
state level in Mexico, and has also taught Public
Policy at the University of the State of Mexico. He is
currently a DPhil student at IDS, working on the
political determinants of resource allocation at the
sub-national level in Mexico.
Alex Shankland, who has an MPhil in Development
Studies from IDS, has worked extensively in Brazil,
Peru, Angola and Mozambique as a Researcher,
NGO Manager and Social Development Consultant.
His research interests have centred on rights,
participation and policy, particularly in the health
sector. Formerly the Research Manager for the IDS-
based Development Research Centre on Citizenship,
Participation and Accountability, he is currently
engaged in fieldwork on the theme of
representation and health policy in the Brazilian
Amazon for an IDS DPhil.
Luc Spyckerelle, with an MPhil in Development
Studies from IDS, worked for 12 years in Indonesia,
on regional development and support to
decentralisation projects, before joining the
Partnership for Local Governance (PLG) project in
Cambodia in early 2002. He worked with the PLG
project for four years as Monitoring and Evaluation
Adviser, and returned to Indonesia at the end of 2005.
Daniel Start is a freelance Researcher and Facilitator
specialising in the economics of rural development
and the political economy of community
engagement. Over the last 10 years he has worked
for the Overseas Development Institute, the New
Economics Foundation and Oxfam to develop
stronger, more responsive public sector approaches
to livelihoods development in Asia and Africa. More
recently, he has worked in UK regeneration and
democracy work, piloting new approaches to
neighbourhood governance in Westminster and
leading the Joseph Rowntree Power Inquiry’s
experiment with ‘citizen summits’ in England and
Wales. 
